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Oktoberfest
Backyard Bavarian Bash in Reno, Nevada
by Vencil Wells, Board Member, Sierra Nevada Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America
anke schön to Christy
and Marcus Dodson for
hosting the club at their
home for an authentic
Oktoberfest party last
month. There was a chill in the air,
making the festive gathering feel as
though we were all gathered in Bavaria.
It was another popular event, with 47
people attending and most stayed until
it was dark and chilly out.
Held annually over a two-week period in Munich, Germany, Oktoberfest
originated in 1810 in celebration of the
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marriage of the Prince of Bavaria to
Princess Therese von Sachsen-Hildburghausen. What started as a five-day
festival full of horse races and an agricultural fair, transformed into the modern iteration that includes food booths,
large beer halls, and live music.
While the total beer consumption
during Oktoberfest in Munich is more
than 2 million gallons, you might say
that the Sierra Nevada Section of the
Mercedes®-Benz Club of America came
close to that. I’m kidding, of course, but
(Continued on Page 3)

THE SILVER STAR

PRESIDENT’S EXHAUST
Attn: Marcus Dodson
1840 Wendy Way
Reno, Nevada 89509
(775) 997-9901
marcus@dodsonpublications.com
sierranevada.mbca.org
facebook.com/SierraNevadaMBCA

 

SIERRA NEVADA OFFICERS
Gail Wells, President
(307) 763-1701
blackswan342@gmail.com
Patti Lamski, Vice President & Events
(775) 224-1794
topat83@aol.com

Grateful

Christy Dodson, Secretary
(775) 771-7777
christy@dodsonpublications.com

Looking Back on a Long, Enjoyable Year
his past year has been
amazing, filled with lots
of Sierra Nevada events
and opportunities to get
together and have fun.
Now, we are all looking forward to the
holidays. Halloween just passed, and I
hope you enjoyed seeing your grandchildren in costumes, or perhaps you
dusted off your own witch’s hat for a
party with friends. Thanksgiving is this
month, and I hope everyone’s table is
filled with food and family.
October was a delight for our club,
filled with festive parties and well-attended events. To kick-off the month,
Christy and Marcus Dodson hosted a
sizable gathering of club members at
their home for a backyard Oktoberfest party. The authentic appetizers,
sausages, and beer were delectable, and
the hosts’ costumes were the cherry on
top. Later in October, Robyn and
Patrick Doyle hosted the club at Señor
Tequilas in Reno, and everyone enjoyed
authentic Mexican food and drinks.
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November and December will round
out this amazing year that has been
filled to the brim with dynamic events.
Check out the calendar at the end of
this newsletter, and be sure to RSVP to
the events you wish to attend. I am so
excited to see everyone at the upcoming
Christmas Party. Ray Rich has a very
special night planned full of good food,
delicious drinks, and wonderful company. Make sure to send in your check
early, as seating is limited.
It has been an exciting and entertaining year, and we’re all so happy to be
gathering together and celebrating
good friends and great cars. As always,
stay up to date on club events and news
by following us on Facebook @SierraNevadaMBCA.

Gail Wells
President
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Oktoberfest
(Continued from Page 1)

the taps were surely flowing, and drinkers had a choice between two kegs filled with medium-amber German beer or
a hefeweißbier. Wine was available for the evening, and the
bottles were empty by night’s end.
The evening’s feast included traditional German food,
such as bratwurst, potato salad, and macaroni salad. The
sausages were steamed with beer and onions, and then I was
personally recruited to cook them on the outdoor grill for the
hungry guests. Appetizers circulated before the main

on a special set that was artistically designed by Marcus Dodson. For many, it was their first interaction with the lawn
game, and it surely brought out a competitive side for a few.
The Dodsons’ Oktoberfest party was a gute nacht (good
(Continued on Page 4

One of Reno’s Oldest
& Best Mexican Food
Restaurants!
2 Locations to Serve You

courses, which included large German-style pretzels with
beer cheese sauce. Sue Dodson made an outstanding apple
strudel for dessert.
Bavarian music played in the background, which was a
fine complement to the detailed German decorations that
freckled the festive backyard. Couples also played cornhole
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RENO

CARSON

2205 W. 4th Street 3809 N. Carson Street
(775) 323-6466
(775) 882-4080
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Oktoberfest
(Continued from Page 3)

night) for the merry old club, with
everyone laughing and clinking glasses
all night long. We might have to add
this party to the annual calendar. The
next monthly event will be a lunch and
drive to Cafe Del Rio Mexican Restaurant in Virginia City, Nevada, on November 6, hosted by Sue and Marc
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Dodson. To RSVP, contact Marc at marc.v.dodson@gmail.com or (775)
771-1080.
The annual Christmas
Party is scheduled for
December 15 at Glen Eagles in Carson
City, Nevada. To RSVP, contact Ray
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Rich at rayrich@sbcglobal.net or (775)
560-9592. This is the first year our club
has hosted the highly anticipated event
at this venue, and everyone is excited
to get together and celebrate the holidays.
Events happen monthly, and there
are opportunities to host for anyone
who is interested. For more information and to sign up to host a First Tuesday Dinner or an event, contact Gail
Wells. The Board of Directors has already planned some very exciting
events for next year, so be sure to keep
an eye on the club calendar (see Events
page 16) and RSVP to those events you
wish to attend. You can also stay up to
date on future club events by searching
for @SierraNevadaMBCA on Facebook.
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A SPY PHOTO OF THE
NEW 2022 A-CLASS SEDAN.

New A-Class Sedan
Athletic & Attainable Sedan gets Facelift for 2022
by Ali Turner, Reporter for the Automotive Industry
he Mercedes®-Benz AClass compact sedan has
been around for a few
years and is due for a
round of updates. Spy
shots for the updated A-Class hatchback that is sold overseas have been circulating for some time, but United
States customers now have their first

look at the version that will be available
domestically. First introduced in 2018
as a 2019 model, the four-door sedan
has been a popular option for Mercedes
enthusiasts looking to enjoy a costeffective model without sacrificing style
and comfort. Also, the sub-$35,000
price tag is attractive to a large category
of American car buyers.

Based on the lightly camouflaged
spy shots taken recently, there appears
to be revised fascias at both ends, as
well as a new grille. Mercedes designers might also have taken the opportunity to integrate some of the car’s
driver-assist sensors with the new
grille’s logo. LED graphics on the headlights and the taillights will also have a
more modern look that won’t change
the outer shape of the lights. The dashboard is strategically covered in the spy
shots, so a new infotainment screen is
likely being camouflaged.
Word on the street is that the A-Class
may ditch the Renault-sourced gasoline
engines for a new line of MercedesGeely co-developed units for hybrid
cars. However, that may not happen
until 2024. For this upcoming facelift, a
replacement of the 1.3-liter Renault engine with a mild-hybrid 1.5-liter fourcylinder engine found in the new
C-Class is possible. We’ll know more
once Mercedes outlines the updates in
(Continued on Page 7)
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A SPY PHOTO OF
THE BACK OF THE
NEW A-CLASS SEDAN.

New A-Class Sedan
(Continued from Page 6)

detail and introduces the new A-Class to the public.
Hopefully this new update will introduce a plug-in hybrid
powertrain, which is already available in Europe. That existing option is comprised of a 1.3-liter inline-four and an
electric motor-generator integrated with an eight-speed dualclutch transmission. The system output is 217 horsepower
and 332 lb.-ft. of torque. Don’t hold your breath for a fully

CAR & TRUCK
REPAIR
SPECIALIST

electric version in the United States, though. It doesn’t appear that Mercedes has an electric version of the A-Class in
its forthcoming lineup. Rumor has it that an electric A-Class
was at one time on the docket, but Mercedes instead chose
to focus on the GLA-Class EQA.
The interior of the A-Class, aside from the possibility of
an upgraded infotainment center, will likely remain the
same. This includes the 64-color 100% LED cabin lighting;
power/memory front seat; dual-zone, double-filtered climate control; panorama roof; USB-C ports and wireless
charging; and additional options, such as ventilated seats
and a hands-free trunk opener.
Interested parties can expect to see the new version of the
A-Class before the end of 2021, marketed as a 2022 modelyear option. For those looking for an appealing, yet attainable, Mercedes-Benz, the A-Class might hit the spot.
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Licensed Smog
& Repair Station
775-972-8863
9205 Lemmon Drive • Reno, NV 89506
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Staying the night?
Holiday Inn Express
4055 N. Carson St.
Rooms for $109
mention Mercedes Club
(775) 283-4055

Please Note Your
Entrée Selection on
Your Check

entrées are per-person & include salad, cheesecake dessert, & coffee

Mail Checks to Ray Rich, 9826 Ash Meadow Drive, Reno NV 89521
Checks Payable to SNMBCA

for info: (775) 560-9592 or rayrich@sbcglobal.net

¡Fiesta!
Margaritas & Mariscos at Mexican
Restaurant in Reno, Nevada
by Marcus Dodson, Newsletter Editor
t was a festive evening in
late October when 22 members of the Sierra Nevada
Section of the Mercedes®Benz Club of America gathered together at Señor Tequilas Mexican
Kitchen and Cantina in Reno. Robyn
and Patrick Doyle hosted the exciting
evening, and the club enjoyed delicious
food, drinks, and conversation at the
authentic 4th Street establishment.
While it was once an area that harbored
a negative stereotype, 4th Street has undergone an economic recovery and revitalization over the last few years that
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have made it a destination
for locals and visitors alike.
The cocktail selection at
Señor Tequilas is impressive,
with standard options like
margaritas to more hand-crafted libations like the La Llorona, named after a
story in Latin American folklore. Several guests enjoyed Mexican-style beer
with their dinners, too. Chips with
salsa adorned every table, and quite a
few guests upgraded to the housemade guacamole and were not disappointed.
For those that enjoy fish, this restaurant is a dream come true.
The marsiscos, or seafood
platters, were abundant,
with flavorful options including red snapper, tilapia,
shrimp, oysters, mussels,
octopus, and more. One club member got arrachera, a
skirt steak served with grilled onion, grilled jalapeño, and pico de gallo.
Another guest got chile
verde, which is chunks of
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pork shoulder slow cooked in a roasted
tomatillo and jalepeño sauce. A few
dined on the guacamole con carne asada appetizer, which was filling enough
to be a full meal.
Señor Tequilas had a beautiful
ofrenda, or altar, with a collection of
personal objects on display to celebrate
the upcoming Día de Muertos, or Day
of the Dead. This traditional holiday
occurs annually on the 1st and 2nd days
of November, and it is a joyful celebration of family members who have
passed. Ofrendas often include favorite
foods and beverages; gifts and candies;
and calaveras, or skull sculptures.
Thanks again to Robyn and Patrick
for hosting us at one of their favorite
local spots. The next event is a drive to
Virginia City, Nevada, where the club
will enjoy lunch at Cafe Del Rio Mexican Restaurant. To RSVP, contact Marc
(Continued on Page10)
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¡Fiesta!
(Continued from Page 9)

Dodson at marc.v.dodson@gmail.com
or (775) 771-1080. Dinners and driving
events happen monthly, and there are
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opportunities to host for anyone who is
interested. For more information and to
sign up to host a dinner or an event,
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contact Gail Wells. Stay up to date on
future club events by searching for
@SierraNevadaMBCA on Facebook.

THE SILVER STAR

Live in the Moment.
Drive in the Future.
Reach out and touch the future this fall
at Mercedes-Benz of Reno!
We’ve donated millions to cancer
research and treatment, and we’re
just getting started.

11500 S Virginia St. Reno, NV 89511 • (855) 661-9151 • MBofReno.com

THIS 1960
MERCEDES-BENZ
220SE CONVERTIBLE
SOLD FOR
$112,750.

Going Once, Going Twice…
The Chance of a Lifetime at the Mecum Auctions in Las Vegas, Nevada
by Lisa Mitchell, Member, Sierra Nevada Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America
ecently, a friend from
high school gave me the
opportunity to work as a
driver for the Mecum
Auction organization in
its three-day Las Vegas, Nevada, event.
Mecum is a highly respected leader in
the world of collector, vintage, and antique car and motorcycle auctions. The
family-run company has an incredible
catalog that includes a wide array of
collectibles, all the way from entry-level
to investment-grade cars and motorcycles, as well as memorabilia items like
gas pumps, pedal cars, road signs, and
much more.
At this particular event in early October 2021, there were 300 cars that
were on the schedule for auction over
the three days. It was exhilarating and
intimidating to pop behind the wheel
and fire up automobiles dating from the
1920s to the new 2022 Corvette. Being
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the new kid on the floor, I did not expect to be offered the spectacular variety of vehicles to drive around and
through the actual auction stage, but it
happened. The 2022 Corvette was incredible, and it had only six miles on
the odometer. The highlight of my
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three days, however, was the 2021 3LT
Corvette, which did not sell at this particular event.
My first Mercedes®-Benz assignment at this auction was a 1960 convertible in excellent condition that
(Continued on Page 13)
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LISA MITCHELL
DROVE THIS MERCEDES
ON STAGE AT THE LAS
VEGAS MECUM AUCTION
IN OCTOBER.

Going Once, Going Twice…
(Continued from Page 12)

sold on the block for $112,750. I had
the honor of driving this beauty a
short distance and across the auction
stage as it was televised on NBCSN.
Over the three invigorating days, I

earned a healthy respect for the manual transmissions of the American
muscle cars of the 50s, 60s, and 70s,
and the paddle shifter super cars of
the 2000s.

Some of the top sellers at the Las
Vegas 2021 auction were: a 2006 Ford
GT, $374,000; a 1959 Chevrolet Apache
Custom Pickup, $198,000; a 1966 Pon(Continued on Page 14)

Midtown
DIAMONDS
Your source for custom & diamond jewelry in Reno!

We are pleased to offer you a wide selection
of diamonds, fine jewelry, watches, gifts,
one-of-a-kind custom design jewelry, & repairs.
Midtown Diamonds
777 South Center Street #102, Reno, NV 89501
(775) 825-3499 MidtownDiamonds.com
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LISA MITCHELL
BEHIND THE WHEEL
OF A 2021 CORVETTE.

Going Once, Going Twice…
(Continued from Page 13)

tiac GTO Convertible, $184,250; a 1975 Lincoln Continental
Mark IV Batmobile Replica, $176,000; a 2000 Rolls-Royce Corniche Convertible, $151,250; and a 2006 Dodge Viper V019,
$148,500. Earlier this year, a 1956 Mercedes-Benz 300SL Gullwing, originally owned by the Prince of Salm-Salm, sold at a

Mecum Auction in Florida for a whopping $1,567,500.
Not only did I get to drive some of my dream cars, but I
also made a handful of new friends in the realm of car collecting. I am so grateful for this incredible opportunity, and
I can’t wait to do it again.

Independent Garage

MB
MICHEL BROS. LTD.

Your Mercedes
Service Specialists

Specializing in Mercedes-Benz
• Service & Repairs • Computer Diagnostics • Fuel Injection
• Transmissions • Air Conditioning • Electrical • Brakes

Don’t Trust
Your Mercedes
to Anyone Else!
www.MichelBrosLtd.com
(775) 329-1356
608 E. 5th Street Reno Same Location Since 1976
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ITEMS of INTEREST
The National
Automobile Museum

Sierra Nevada

Sierra Nevada MBCA is a
Proud Sponsor of This Great
Museum Here in Reno

We encourage all members to wear
their MBCA name badges to all Sierra
Nevada section meetings and events.
WHAT???
You don’t have a Sierra Nevada
name badge? Right now you’re probably thinking, “How can I, a mere
mortal, achieve the level of prestige
and acclaim of those that proudly display their Sierra Nevada MBCA name
badges for all to see?”
This one item will not only identify
you as an official Sierra Nevada MBCA
member, it will:
4 Make you taller
4 Make you slimmer
4 Restore your hair
4 Improve your sexual prowess
How much would you be willing to
pay for such a miracle item?
$1,000? $2,000? $5,000?
Well, now you can order your
Sierra Nevada MBCA name badge for
a mere $12!
But wait, there’s more…
If you order in the next ten minutes
you can get TWO name badges for the
incredibly low price of only $24!
With this name badge you can hold
your head up high! You will become
the envy of the neighborhood, the first
on your block, and the proud owner of
a Sierra Nevada MBCA name badge
identifying you as part of an elite
group that has $12 to spend.
Operators are standing by!
Scan the QR code, order online by
going to: www.mbca.org/name-badge,
or you can call the
MBCA office at (800)
637-2360.
Be sure and order
the magnet-backed
version.

Here in Reno, we’re lucky to be home to
one of the top-rated auto museums in the
world, The National Automobile Museum.
Your Sierra Nevada MBCA Section is a
proud sponsor!
What does that mean to you? Well,
since your club is the sponsor of a 1955
Mercedes-Benz 300SL Gullwing on prominent display at the museum, all of our
members get special benefits:
• Members get free admission into the facility, plus a 50% discount for any guests,
during normal business hours.

MBCA Name Badges

• Members can request free guided tours
of the museum, subject to the availability of
the tour guides.
• Members receive a 10% discount at the
National Auto Museum gift shop.
The museum has our member list on
file, so just tell the cashier your name and
that you’re a member of the Sierra Nevada
Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of
America.
The National Automobile Museum is located at 10 South Lake Street in Reno,
(775) 333-9300.

Photo of the Month
Thanksgiving…

This old family photo was sent in to us by one of our club members.
It just goes to show you, that even on Thanksgiving, not everyone is
happy. Try to enjoy the holidays!

NOVEMBER 2021
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MEETING MINUTES EVENTS
Sierra Nevada MBCA
Board of Directors Meeting
Location: The Dodsons’ Home
Friday, October 1, 2021
CALL TO ORDER:
Gail Wells, President, called the Board of
Directors meeting to order at 2:05 p.m. Directors present were: Gail Wells, President;
Christy Dodson, Secretary; LaVern Lucovich,
Treasurer; Patti Lamski, Program Director;
Marcus Dodson, Newsletter Editor; and Vencil
Wells, Board Member. Also present were Carlos Lucovich, Jim Covert, Judy Covert, Ray
Rich, and Gene Lamski.
CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM:
Christy Dodson confirmed there was a
quorum of directors present.
MINUTES:
Gail Wells made a motion to approve the
previous minutes as printed in the Newsletter.
Marcus Dodson seconded the motion.
TREASURER’S REPORT:
LaVern Lucovich presented the Treasurer’s
Report. The Sierra Nevada Section of the Mercedes®-Benz Club of America has $2,974.56
in its bank account as of September 30, 2021.
Tax filing will be completed for the club by
Mercedes-Benz National. Gail Wells made a
motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report and
Christy Dodson seconded it.
MEMBERSHIP REPORT:
Marcus Dodson read the Membership Report that was submitted by Marc Dodson,
Membership Chair. As of October 2021, the
club has 85 members. This total includes four
expired members. Marcus Dodson made a
motion to approve the Membership Report
and Gail Wells seconded it.
NEW BUSINESS:
The Board discussed options for early
2022 dinner events. Christy Dodson will cre-
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ate a sign-up sheet that will be passed around
at the end of 2021.
The Board agreed that the 2022 budget
should remain the same.
Marcus Dodson will sell club sponsorships
in November and December.
EVENTS:
Marc and Sue Dodson will host a lunch
and drive to Virginia City, Nevada, on November 6, 2021. The club will leave Reno at
11:00 a.m. and arrive at Cafe Del Rio for
lunch.
Ray Rich will host the Annual Christmas
Party on December 15, 2021, at 6:00 p.m.
at Glen Eagles in Carson City, Nevada. Ray
Rich is currently speaking with MercedesBenz of Reno for a wine donation. The
Board decided to spend $400.00 on Christmas gifts.
Vencil and Gail Wells will call and check
if the January 2022 dinner can be held at
Pietro’s Famiglia in Sparks, Nevada.
Christy and Marcus Dodson will call and
check if the February 2022 dinner can be
held at The Grill in Reno, Nevada.
Christy and Marcus Dodson will call and
check if the March 2022 dinner can be held
at Mi Casa Too in Reno, Nevada.
ELECTION OF DIRECTORS:
Marcus Dodson will email ballots out the
members and Christy Dodson will tally the
replies. It was noted that the existing officers
are willing to remain in their same positions.
NEXT MEETING:
The next Board of Directors meeting will
be held on January 4, 2022, at Pietro’s
Famiglia in Sparks, Nevada.
ADJOURNMENT:
Patti Lamksi made a motion for the meeting to adjourn and Vencil Wells seconded it.
The motion was carried and the meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
Christy Dodson, Secretary
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November 2-5, 2021: 2021 SEMA Show,
Las Vegas Convention Center, Las Vegas,
Nevada. www.semashow.com, (909)
396-0289
November 6, 2021: Sierra Nevada MBCA
Lunch & Drive, Cafe Del Rio Mexican
Restaurant, Virginia City, Nevada, hosted
by Sue & Marc Dodson. To RSVP, contact Marc Dodson at
marc.v.dodson@gmail.com or (775) 7711080
December 15, 2021: Sierra Nevada
MBCA Christmas Party, hosted by Ray
Rich, Glen Eagles, Carson City, Nevada.
To RSVP, contact Ray Rich at
rayrich@sbcglobal.net or (775) 560-9592
January 4, 2022: Sierra Nevada MBCA
First Tuesday Dinner, hosted by Gail &
Vencil Wells, Pietro’s Famiglia, Sparks,
Nevada. To RSVP, contact Gail Wells at
blackswan342@gmail.com or (307) 7631701
January 14-16, 2022: Mesquite Motor
Mania 2022, Mesquite, Nevada.
www.mesquitecarshows.com, (702) 3485512
February 1, 2022: Sierra Nevada MBCA
First Tuesday Dinner, hosted by Christy &
Marcus Dodson, The Grill, Reno, Nevada.
To RSVP, contact Marcus Dodson at marcus@dodsonpublications.com or (775)
997-9901
February 23-27, 2022: Portland International Auto Show, Oregon Convention
Center, Portland, Oregon. www.portlandautoshow.com, (503) 233-5044
March 1, 2022: Sierra Nevada MBCA
First Tuesday Dinner, hosted by Christy &
Marcus Dodson, Mi Casa Too, Reno, Nevada. To RSVP, contact Marcus Dodson
at marcus@dodsonpublications.com or
(775) 997-9901
March 10-13, 2022: Silicon Valley Auto
Show, San Jose McEnery Convention
Center, San Jose, California. www.svautoshow.com, (408) 437-7557
March 18-20, 2022: Sierra Nevada
MBCA Overnight Drive, hosted by Sue &
Marc Dodson, Shoreline Cottages, Fort
Bragg, California. To RSVP, contact Marc
Dodson at marc.v.dodson@gmail.com or
(775) 771-1080
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IN CLOSING
Gobble Gobble!
Life's Tough When You're a Turkey
by Marcus Dodson, Newsletter Editor
(Editor’s Note: The following story may have absolutely nothing
to do with Mercedes or automobiles, but we feel it’s interesting
nonetheless. If you have a humorous or interesting story you
would like to submit for this column, call us at (775) 997-9901.)
or many people, Thanksgiving is one of their
favorite holidays. It's a day full of family
gatherings, football, pumpkin pie, and of
course, turkey. Whether you roast it, brine it,
fry it, or put it in a pot pie, turkey is a beloved
holiday treat. For the bird, though, Thanksgiving is the
pits.
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