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See You Soon 
Passing the Time & Keeping in Touch

pril felt infinitely long, yet 
it also seemed to have 
flown by.  How does that 
happen?  May is finally 
here and I am getting anx-

ious to see all of your smiling faces soon.  
This time of isolation feels unnatural, but 
it’s important to practice safe distancing 
and remember that this too shall pass. 
     Has anyone been on a nice quiet drive 
or adventure you would care to share 
with us?  Find our page on Facebook 
@SierraNevadaMBCA and share a picture 
of your expedition with the club.  Getting 
out of the house and seeing the country-
side is always good medicine for the soul.  
As a newcomer to Reno and the lovely 
state of Nevada, I love ideas for photo op-
portunities, bird watching, or a drive to 
see the spring flowers.  It would be lovely 

to hear from all of you, even though we 
may not be able to see each other just yet. 
     Family and friends are such treasures 
and I feel a whole new appreciation for 
our Mercedes-Benz Club family.  It is un-
fortunate we have had to cancel our re-
cent plans, but we will keep you posted 
for the next event as soon as we are all 
able to get together again. 
     No matter what you are doing to stay 
busy, be it eating and drinking too much, 
exercising yourself half to death, putting 
jigsaw puzzles together, or getting ready 
to garden, I wish you all good health and 
happiness.  Stay safe and healthy! 

 
 
 

Gail V. Wells 
President

MAY DINNER 
CANCELLED

https://facebook.com/SierraNevadaMBCA
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t is with heavy hearts that 
we remember the life of 
Gonzalo Lopez, 54, a fa-
ther, husband, friend, and 
Mercedes-Benz Club of 

America Sierra Nevada Section mem-
ber.  Lopez passed away in late April 
as a result of COVID-19, having spent 
several weeks in the hospital with 
health complications. 
    Lopez was an assistant soccer 
coach at Truckee Meadows Commu-
nity College (TMCC), where he began 
in their inaugural season in 2019.  “He 
embodied the spirit of what he ho- 
ped our athletics programs would 
achieve, by giving students opportu-
nities to learn and grow through their 
passion for soccer and academics,” 
said TMCC President Dr. Karin Hil- 
gersom.   
    A 40-year resident of Northern Ne-
vada, Lopez coached soccer at the 
club, high school, and collegiate lev-
els for 25 years.  In addition to his 
tenure at TMCC, Lopez served as the 
goalkeeper coach for Reed High 
School; goalkeeper coach for the 
men’s club soccer team at the Univer-

sity Nevada, Reno; and was a mem-
ber of the coaching staff for the North-
ern Nevada Olympic Development 
Program. 
    The Olympic Development Pro-
gram is a national identification, se-
lection, and development program 
founded in 1977.  Through the pro-
gram, players are invited to represent 
their state associations, regions, and 
the United States youth national 
teams.  Through his coaching at the 
Northern Nevada Olympic Develop-
ment Program, Lopez was able to cul-
tivate young soccer players through 
training, instruction, high-level com-
petition, and exposure to a college 
coaching atmosphere.  It was one of 
Lopez’s passions to provide support 
to young athletes and foster them in 
their love of soccer.  He was a tremen-
dous asset to the local soccer commu-
nity and undoubtedly changed the 
lives of many people, both young and 
old. 
    “Coach Gonzalo was not only just 
a coach, but he was also a mentor, 
friend, and my brother,” said student-

(Continued on Page 3)

In Memory 
Saying Goodbye to One of Our Members, Gonzalo Lopez 
by Marcus Dodson, Newsletter Editor
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athlete Jahmayel Blackman, a rising 
sophomore at TMCC.   
    Lopez could be spotted a mile 
away, thanks to his colorful sun-
glasses.  Athletes and colleagues often 
joked he had a pair for every occa-
sion.  His sunglasses were almost al-
ways paired with his bright, cheerful 
smile, which everyone who knew 
him will surely miss.  At this time 

(Continued from Page 2) all of his friends in the club. 
    Lopez is survived by his wife, 
Katherine, and his two children.  Wh- 
ile he will be sorely missed, Lopez un-
doubtedly left a huge impression on 
everyone that he met and his legacy 
will live on.  He formed strong bonds 
with his colleagues, students, and 
friends, and he will be remembered 
warmly by those who were fortunate 
enough to meet him.

there are no services scheduled, 
but an event honoring his life 
may be announced in the future. 
    The members of the Mercedes-
Benz Club of America Sierra Nevada 
Section remember Lopez fondly.  Ev- 
en though he was a newer member to 
the club, joining in April 2019, he was 
always outgoing, friendly, and very 
easy to talk to.  At club gatherings, 
Lopez was always one of the brightest 
faces in the room.  His positivity and 
good nature will be greatly missed by 

In Memory

TMCC MIGHTY LIZARDS WOMEN’S TEAM WITH 
COACHES BRIAN SLUSSER & GONZALO LOPEZ.

https://www.precisionwheels.net
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Project Pitlane 
Mercedes Using Formula 1 Technology to Create Breathing Aids 
by Ali Turner, Reporter for the Automotive Industry

n Brixworth, a large village 
in the Daventry district of 
Northamptonshire, Engla- 
nd, Mercedes AMG High 
Performance Powertrains 

have been producing Formula 1 power 
units, including engines, turbochargers, 
power electronics, energy storage sys-
tems, and much more, for the most top-
tier British racing teams in the world.  
Recently, however, Mercedes-Benz has 
pivoted its attention to helping the 
global COVID-19 pandemic by design-
ing and producing a new breathing aid.  
Mercedes is one of seven Formula 1 
teams all part of Project Pitlane, an ini-
tiative that will work across a variety of 
different ventilator projects throughout 
the ongoing crisis. 
    The need for ventilators in the 
United Kingdom has continued to gr 

ow, and in an effort to help, Mercedes, 
in conjunction with engineers at the 
University College London and clini-
cians at the University College Lon-
don Hospital, have created a unique 
continuous positive airway pressure 
(CPAP) machine.  CPAPs are used on 
patients that have not progressed to 
the stage where an invasive ventilator 
is needed, allowing those precious 
machines to be saved for more critical 
cases. 
    The new CPAP machines were de-
veloped in less than 100 hours, a true 
testament to the engineering prowess 
of the Mercedes team.  Additionally, 
the new machines have allowed devel-
opers to immediately improve the de-
signs of other off-patent CPAP ma- 
chines.  With this new help from Mer-
cedes, CPAP developers have pre-

dicted that 1,000 machines can now be 
produced each day. 
    “Normally, medical device develop-
ment would take years, but we’ve done 
that in days because we went back to a 
simple existing device and reverse-en-
gineered it in order to be able to pro-
duce them quickly and at scale,” said 
Professor Rebecca Shipley, Director of 
University College London Institute of 
Healthcare Engineering. 
    To further the attempt at helping the 
healthcare industry during this trying 
time, Mercedes has made the product 
specifications, tool kits, and fabrication 
time of the CPAP device widely avail-
able for free so that other manufactur-
ing companies can join in with the 
global response.  Currently, Mercedes is 
creating 1,000 CPAP machines per day 

(Continued on Page 5)
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    In developing and manufacturing 
these valuable CPAP machines, Mer-
cedes not only demonstrates its dedica-
tion to being a champion for the 
healthcare industry, but it also shows 
that the company does just about any-
thing in record time.

the utmost importance,” said Professor 
Tim Baker, University College London 
Mechanical Engineering.  “We are 
thankful that the designs are now avail-
able for manufacturers around the 
world at a critical time for many coun-
tries preparing for a pandemic.” 

by repurposing its machines that nor-
mally produce Formula 1 pistons and 
turbochargers.  The entire Brixworth fa-
cility in England has been dedicated to 
helping the nation’s healthcare heroes 
battle COVID-19. 
    “In creating devices, speed was of 

(Continued from Page 4)

Project Pitlane

Midtown
DIAMONDSDIAMONDS

Your source for custom & diamond jewelry in Reno!

We are pleased to offer you a wide selection  
of diamonds, fine jewelry, watches, gifts, 

one-of-a-kind custom design jewelry, & repairs.

Midtown Diamonds 
777 South Center Street #102, Reno, NV 89501 
(775) 825-3499  MidtownDiamonds.com

http://www.midtowndiamonds.com
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here are countless rea-
sons to buy a Mercedes-
Benz automobile.  Luxur- 
ious features, impeccable 
safety, and high-quality 

innovative technology top the list for 
most Mercedes enthusiasts.  For some, 
their Mercedes is their ultimate family 
car, allowing them to transport precious 
cargo in one of the safest vehicles on the 
market.  For others, their Mercedes is a 
present that comes later in life, a status 
symbol that denotes years of hard work 
and a shift into a comfortable retire-
ment.  For all Mercedes owners, how-
ever, their cars evoke a sense of one 
uniting feature: value. 
    While a Mercedes-Benz super car 
may not be in the budget for most, there 
is a new hot rod in the Mercedes and 
AMG Daimler lineup that will un-
doubtedly appeal to most car enthusi-
asts.  The two-seater Mercedes-AMG 
Project ONE is slated to possibly be the 
most expensive new car that Mercedes 
has ever sold, at a staggering price of 
$2.72 million.  The performance hybrid 
vehicle will produce over 1,000 horse-
power at a maximum speed of over 217 
mph.  Coupled with insane perform-
ance specifications, Mercedes-AMG has 
streamlined the interior and exterior de-

cedes-McLaren SLR and the detailing 
work of the modification company 
Mansory.  Its impressive specifications 
include a top speed of 211 mph and a 
5.5-litre V8 engine.  The interior boasts 
unique luxury, with carbon material 
juxtaposed with soft leather and gold 
accents.  The specialized wheel-tire 
combination requires one-piece wheels 
with five double spokes, which in-
creases the car’s dynamic performance. 
    The 2010 SLR McLaren V10 Quad 
Turbo Brabus White Gold sold at auc-
tion for $2 million.  Despite the mis-
nomer, which indicates it is coated in 
gold alloy, the car actually employs a 
vinyl chrome wrap.  The beautiful exte-
rior, 8.4 liter V10, 1,600 horsepower, and 
top speed of 217 mph was more than 
enough to fetch a high price at auction.  
The 2011 SLR McLaren Red Gold 
Dream, which does actually contain 
gold dust in the paint as well as gold-
coated headlights and wheels, has sold 
at auction for a cool $10 million. 
    Performance cars, over-the-top iter-
ations, and Formula 1 prototypes are 
not the only types of Mercedes-Benz 
that garner attention at auctions.  Clas-
sic Mercedes are a goldmine for vehicle 
enthusiasts.  The 1929 SSK Roadster, a 

Going, Going, Gone! 
What’s the Most Expensive Mercedes?  Auction Prices Speak for Themselves 
by Ali Turner, Reporter for the Automotive Industry

tails of the Project ONE to make it a 
beautiful addition to the carmaker’s 
lineup.  Only 275 are going to be pro-
duced, and all of them have already 
been reserved.   
    Cars, like many tangible products, 
typically depreciate in value over time.  
Most new vehicles are worth 20%-30% 
less after the first year.  Furthermore, a 
new car loses around 10% of its value 
once it is driven off the lot.  Mileage, 
fuel economy, shifting consumer pref-
erences, damage, and reputation all 
play roles in the overall rate of depreci-
ation for different vehicles.  If someone 
is looking to purchase a used Mercedes-
Benz, they can choose from a few differ-
ent routes, including private seller, 
dealership, and auctions.  Auctions 
have become increasingly technologi-
cal, often allowing buyers to browse an 
online category and narrow down their 
search.  This can be a particularly ad-
vantageous route for international car 
sales.  Some of the most expensive Mer-
cedes-Benz ever sold have been 
through an auction process. 
    The Mercedes-Benz SLR McLaren 
Mansory Renovatio, equipped with 
gull wings and a racing profile, sells at 
auctions for $1.5 million.  The car is a 
magnificent combination of the Mer- (Continued on Page 7)

A 2010 SLR MCLAREN  
V10 QUAD TURBO BRABUS 
WHITE GOLD.
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two-seater sports car produced in the late 1920s and early 
1930s, has fetched $3.3 million.  It is said that there are only 
five left, which will only continue to drive up the resale price.  
The 1935 500K will run buyers $3.7 million, and is remem-
bered as being one of the most comfortable rides of the early 
20th century.  The 1929 38/250 SSK was a very successful 
racecar and engineering phenomenon in its day, and due to 
its history and limited quantity, one was sold at a 2004 auc-
tion for $7.4 million.  The 1928 680 S Torpedo Roadster is 
known as a perfect example of coachbuilding from the late 
1920s due to its luxurious interior design.  Only 12 were pro-

(Continued from Page 6)

Going, Going, Gone!
duced by Mercedes, in partnership with French auto-body 
manufacturer Carrosserie J. Saoutchik, which helps explain 
the $8.25 million price tag.  The famous 1936 Mercedes-Benz 
540K Special Roadster that made a trans-Atlantic trip to fol-
low its owner, Baroness Gisela von Krieger, was restored in 
1992 and fetched a cool $11.8 million. 
    For Formula 1 aficionados, the Mercedes-Benz W196 is a 
treasured piece of racing history.  Produced by Mercedes for 
the 1954 and 1955 racing seasons, it won nine out of the 12 
races it entered and captured the only two world champi-
onships in which it competed.  At the time, the W196 had the 
most advanced fuel technology, using demodromic valves.  
The W196’s engine was located behind the front axles instead 
of over them, which better balanced the front/rear weight 
distribution.  A welded aluminum tube chassis carried ultra-
light magnesium-alloy bodywork.   
    “In every area of the car, there is evidence of just the most 
fantastic workmanship.  It was designed by very sophisti-
cated, high-tech engineers,” said motoring historian Doug 
Nye.  “It’s handcrafted and it’s just like a piece of mechanical 
jewelry.” 
    In 2013, at Bonham’s Goodwood Festival of Speed Sale, 
the 1954 Mercedes-Benz W196 set a new world record sale 
price at $29.6 million.  All of the car’s surviving sisters reside 
in manufacturer, institutional, or museum possession.  This 
one chassis is the only example of the model being in a pri-
vate owner’s hands.  Bonhams chairman Robert Brooks said, 
“I have handled some of the world’s most desirable and im-
portant motor cars during a motoring auction career span-
ning five decades, but I have reached a peak today with this 
legendary Grand Prix car.” 
    Even if you have a Mercedes-Benz that didn’t cost as 
much as these rare gems, you will find the resale value to be 
very lucrative.  The auction price of many Mercedes simply 
shows the respect that the carmaker has garnered over the 
last century.  The ingenuity, safety records, maintenance 
schedule, and name recognition will continue to benefit Mer-
cedes-Benz devotees for generations to come.

RENO  

CONVERTIBLE 

TOPS & TRIM

#1 Convertible  
Top Installer  

in Northern Nevada!

Bill Turner, Auto Upholstery Specialist 
40 Years of Experience 

775-322-8677 
5301 Longley Lane • Suite 121 • Reno NV 89511

LEFT: A 1928 680 S TORPEDO 
ROADSTER.  BELOW: THE  
MERCEDES-BENZ W196.
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Sierra Nevada  
MBCA Name Badges

BUMPER 

STICKER OF 

THE M
ONTH

Here in Reno, we’re lucky to be 
home to one of the top-rated auto mu-
seums in the world, The National Au-
tomobile Museum.  Your Sierra Nev- 
ada MBCA Section is a proud spon- 
sor! 

What does that mean to you?  Well, 
since your club is the sponsor of a 
1955 Mercedes-Benz 300SL Gullwing  
on prominent display at the museum, 
all of our members get special bene-
fits: 
• Members get free admission into 
the facility, plus a 50% discount for any 
guests, during normal business hours. 
• Members can request free guided 
tours of the museum, subject to the 
availability of the tour guides. 

• Members receive a 10% discount 
at the National Auto Museum gift 
shop.  Besides automotive books and 
car memorabilia, this also includes the 
full line of Meguiars Automotive clean-
ing products that are sold through the 
gift shop. 

The museum has our member 
list on file, so just tell the cashier 
your name and that you’re a mem-
ber of the Sierra Nevada Section of 
the Mercedes-Benz Club of Amer-
ica.  You’ll get your free museum 
admission and discount at the gift 
shop. 

The National Automobile Museum is 
located at 10 South Lake Street in 
Reno, (775) 333-9300.

The National  
Automobile Museum 
Sierra Nevada MBCA is a 
Proud Sponsor of This Great 
Museum Here in Reno 

ITEMS OF INTERESTITEMS OF INTEREST

We encourage all members to wear 
their MBCA name badges to all Sierra 
Nevada section meetings and events. 

WHAT???   
You don’t have a Sierra Nevada 

name badge?  Right now you’re prob-
ably thinking, “How can I, a mere 
mortal, achieve the level of prestige 
and acclaim of those that proudly dis-
play their Sierra Nevada MBCA name 
badges for all to see?” 

This one item will not only identify 
you as an official Sierra Nevada MBCA 
member, it will: 

4 Make you taller 
4 Make you slimmer 
4 Restore your hair 
4 Improve your sexual prowess 
How much would you be willing to 

pay for such a miracle item? 
$1,000?   $2,000?   $5,000? 
Well, now you can order your 

Sierra Nevada MBCA name badge for 
a mere $12! 

But wait, there’s more… 
If you order in the next ten minutes 

you can get TWO name badges for the 
incredibly low price of only $24! 

With this name badge you can hold 
your head up high!  You will become 
the envy of the neighborhood, the first 
on your block, and the proud owner of 
a Sierra Nevada MBCA name badge 
identifying you as part of an elite 
group that has $12 to spend. 

Operators are standing by!   
Scan the QR code, order online by 
going to: www.mbca.org/name-badge, 
or you can call the 
MBCA office at (800) 
637-2360. 

Be sure and order 
the magnet-backed 
version. 

KEEP YOUR DISTANCE 

YOU NEVER KNOW WHAT WILL FALL OFF!
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EVENTSEVENTS
June 2, 2020:  Sierra Nevada MBCA First Tuesday Dinner, 
hosted by Terry & Lynn Nielsen, Location To Be Deter-
mined 

June 20-21, 2020:  Aces High Rally & Car Show, Heavenly 
Village, South Lake Tahoe, California.   
www.theshopsatheavenly.com, (775) 265-2087 

June 26-28, 2020:  Sierra Nevada MBCA Overnight Drive 
to Columbia Valley, California, hosted by Marc & Sue Dod-
son.  To RSVP, contact Marc Dodson at 
marc.v.dodson@gmail.com or (775) 771-1080 

July 7, 2020:  Sierra Nevada MBCA First Tuesday Dinner, 
hosted by LaVern Lipinski & Carlos Lucovich, Location To 
Be Determined   

July 11, 2020:  Sierra Nevada MBCA Summer Backyard 
Party, Marcus & Christy Dodson’s home, 1840 Wendy 
Way, Reno, Nevada.  To RSVP, contact Christy Dodson at 
christy@dodsonpublications.com or (775) 771-7777 

July 31-August 1, 2020:  Hot August Nights, Virginia City, 
Nevada.  www.hotaugustnights.net, (775) 356-1956 

August 4, 2020:  Sierra Nevada MBCA First Tuesday Din-
ner, hosted by Bill & Lori Shepherd, Location To Be Deter-
mined 

August 4-9, 2020:  Hot August Nights, Reno, Nevada.  
www.hotaugustnights.net, (775) 356-1956 

August 2020:  Sierra Nevada MBCA Picnic & Play at Bart-
ley Ranch Regional Park, hosted by LaVern Lipiniski & 
Carlos Lucovich, Reno, Nevada, Date To Be Determined 

September 1, 2020:  Sierra Nevada MBCA First Tuesday 
Dinner, hosted by Tim & Katherine Wellesley, Location To 
Be Determined 

October 6, 2020: Sierra Nevada MBCA First Tuesday Din-
ner, hosted by Karen & Lloyd Gash, Napa Sonoma Plum-
gate, Reno, Nevada.  To RSVP, contact Karen Gash at 
karinmrich1946@icloud.com or (775) 851-1439 

October 2020:  Sierra Nevada MBCA Overnight Drive & 
Wine Tasting to Nevada City, California, hosted by the 
Board of Directors, Date To Be Determined 

November 3, 2020:  Sierra Nevada MBCA First Tuesday 
Dinner, Location To Be Determined 

December 1, 2020:  Sierra Nevada MBCA First Tuesday 
Dinner, hosted by Marc & Sue Dodson, Sasquatch Tavern 
& Grill, Verdi, Nevada.  To RSVP, contact Marc Dodson at 
marc.v.dodson@gmail.com or (775) 771-1080 

One of Reno’s Oldest  
& Best Mexican Food  

Restaurants!

RENO 
2205 W. 4th Street 

(775) 323-6466

2 Locations to Serve You
CARSON 

3809 N. Carson Street 
(775) 882-4080

MB
MICHEL BROS. LTD.

Independent Garage

Specializing in Mercedes-Benz 
• Service & Repairs  • Computer Diagnostics  • Fuel Injection 

• Transmissions  • Air Conditioning  • Electrical  • Brakes

Don’t Trust  
Your Mercedes  
to Anyone Else!

www.MichelBrosLtd.com 
(775) 329-1356 

608 E. 5th Street  Reno   Same Location Since 1976

Your Mercedes  
Service Specialists

https://michelbrosltd.com
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IN CLOSINGIN CLOSING
Police, Cops, the Fuzz… 
You'd Think There Would be No Room for Police Humor, but Think Again 
by Marcus Dodson, Newsletter Editor

(Editor’s Note:  The following story may have absolutely nothing to do 
with Mercedes or automobiles, but we feel it’s interesting nonetheless.  
If you have a humorous or interesting story you would like to submit 
for this column, call us at (775) 997-9901.) 
 

o one likes to be pulled over, but if you do find 
yourself face to face with a police officer, let's hope 
they have a sense of humor.  If you need to get out 
of a speeding ticket during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, we suggest you try some of these funny 

and creative excuses with the boys and girls in blue.
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