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n early February, 26 members of the Sierra Nevada
Section of the Mercedes®Benz Club of America gathered in a private dining
room at The Grill at Quail Corners for a
First Tuesday Dinner, hosted by Christy
Dodson. The family-owned, upscale
bar and grill has been a fixture in the
Reno restaurant scene for over 20 years,
and several guests mentioned it being
one of their favorite spots in town.
For this special evening, the club was
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given the private dining room and a
dedicated waitress, who doubled as the
bartender. Elegant white tablecloths
adorned the tables, which seated either
four or six people at each. Friends
started to arrive at 5:00 p.m. and guests
were invited to enjoy cocktails before
being seated for dinner. A toast was
made to Marc Dodson, as it was ten
years ago that he started the Sierra Nevada Section of the Mercedes-Benz
Club of America.
(Continued on Page 3)

THE SILVER STAR

PRESIDENT’S EXHAUST
Attn: Marcus Dodson
1840 Wendy Way
Reno, Nevada 89509
(775) 997-9901
marcus@dodsonpublications.com
sierranevada.mbca.org
facebook.com/SierraNevadaMBCA

 

SIERRA NEVADA OFFICERS
Gail Wells, President
(307) 763-1701
blackswan342@gmail.com

Marching into Spring
Exciting Club Events Are Beginning To Bloom
pringtime is almost here,
and I can’t wait to see the valley covered in blooms. We
seem to have gotten a break
from the frosty weather, but
I know better than to completely count it
out. March can be surprising here in the
Sierra Nevadas. I’m going to take advantage
of the nice weather while it lasts, which includes taking some daytime drives around
town. Do you have any trips planned in the
upcoming months? If so, share pictures on
our Facebook page. I love to see all of my
friends’ adventures.
The club put on two fun events in February, beginning with a beautiful evening at
The Grill at Quail Corners, hosted by Christy
Dodson. We had our own private dining
room and a dedicated staff for the night.
Marc Dodson received special recognition
for starting the Sierra Nevada Section of the
Mercedes®-Benz Club ten years ago. Thanks
again, Marc, for all of your hard work over
the years in getting the club up and running
smoothly. Then, later in the month, we had
a large group join together at the Blind
Onion Pizza Pub in Victorian Square,
Sparks. This local favorite was a great spot
to spend an evening with friends.
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March has some amazing events on the
schedule, too. Tomorrow, Tom and Grace
Jenny are hosting the First Tuesday Night
Dinner at Siu Korean BBQ in Sparks. To
RSVP, please email Tom Jenny at tomjenny88@yahoo.com or (818) 648-4107. Later
this month, on March 18, Marcus Dodson is
hosting a driving event to the Gold Hill
Hotel and Saloon in Virginia City, Nevada.
Guests will enjoy dinner at the upscale
restaurant, and there is the option to stay
overnight in the historic hotel. Local lore
says some of the rooms are haunted, and I
can’t wait to hear some ghost stories from
the staff. If you do choose to stay overnight,
Marcus has also reserved spots at a nearby
restaurant for breakfast. To RSVP, please
email Marcus at marcus@dodsonpublications.com or call (775) 997-9901.
If you have an idea for a dinner or a
drive, please reach out to one of the board
members so that we can help you get
started. There are plenty of opportunities in
2021 to host a daytime or nighttime event.

Gail Wells
President
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An Elegant Evening
(Continued from Page 1)

The Grill has an impressive menu,
with a diverse range of options guaranteed to satisfy any diner. On this
evening, club members ordered lamb
chops, grilled shrimp, steaks, chicken
piccata, grilled salmon, and more. One
new couple and one transfer member
from our neighboring state of Utah
were present for the evening. They all
agreed that they were excited to see
what other fun activities are in store for
2021. Tiffany, the club’s private wait-
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ress and bartender, kept the group
happy with her spectacular service.
Martinis, whiskeys, Francovich Manhattans, and lots of red and white wines
were flowing from the private bar.
The Grill at Quail Corners has an interesting and storied past. In 1850, Eli
Francovich migrated to California from
Yugoslavia in search of gold, and eventually settled in Reno. In Nevada, Francovich established The Wine House,
one of the state’s first restaurants and
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bars, and also Nevada’s first multistory casino. The Wine House operated
continuously for 87 years until the
fourth generation of the Francovich
family closed it to pursue other interests. The family has continued to produce its famous spirits, which include
Francovich Holiday Nog and the Francovich Manhattan, available online and
in local grocery and liquor stores. In
1999, fifth-generation Sam Francovich
opened The Grill at Quail Corners and
returned the family to its restaurant and
bar roots.
The next Tuesday Dinner will be
at Siu Korean BBQ on March 2, 2021,
hosted by Grace and Tom Jenny.
To RSVP, please email Tom Jenny at
tomjenny88@yahoo.com or (818) 6484107. First Tuesday Dinners happen
monthly, and there are opportunities to
host for anyone who is interested. For
more information and to sign up to host
a Tuesday Dinner or an event, contact
Marcus Dodson at marcus@dodsonpublications.com. Stay up to date on
future club events by searching for
@SierraNevadaMBCA on Facebook.
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The CL-Class
Coupe Conveys Style & Beauty with Flowing Silhouette Built For Brisk Speeds
by Ali Turner, Reporter for the Automotive Industry
ince the 1950s, Mercedes®-Benz has been offering a continuous line of exclusive coupes.
Renowned for their sleek, sloping roofline and
two-door body, passenger coupes have enjoyed
a long timeline of popularity. Coupé, or cut in
French, was first applied to horse-drawn carriages that declined rear-facing passenger seats, and was then transplanted
to the automobile market when customers started requesting
smaller, more intimate passenger compartments.
The name CL stands for the German coupe luxusklasse, or
coupe luxury, as well as coupe leicht, or coupe light. The CLClass and its direct predecessors date back to the 1950s, with

1930s, Mercedes engineers created the 500 K and 540 K,
known as the motorway couriers. The design took its name
from the new high-speed motorways that were under construction in Germany at the time. The new roads had much
less traffic than their predecessors, and the new Mercedes
(Continued on Page 6)

One of Reno’s Oldest
& Best Mexican Food
Restaurants!

A 1955 300 SC WITH
150 HP 3.0-LITER INLINE-SIX
FED BY THREE CARBURETORS.

the production of the 300 S, or W 188. The two-door luxury
sports tourer was the company’s most expensive and exclusive automobile on the market. The 300 SC followed shortly
after the 300 S, and featured upgrades to both its engine and
suspension. These 1950s S-Class models set the tone for the
CL-Class that was to be developed in the future.
The overall Mercedes tradition of luxury coupes travels far
back to almost the beginning of the carmaker’s story. In the
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2 Locations to Serve You
RENO

CARSON

2205 W. 4th Street 3809 N. Carson Street
(775) 323-6466
(775) 882-4080
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THIS 1937
TWO-DOOR
FOUR-SEATER
MERCEDES 540 K,
WITH ITS SLEEK
ELONGATED BODY,
WAS DESIGNED FOR
THE HIGH-SPEED
AUTOBAHN.

The CL-Class
(Continued from Page 5)

motorway courier, with its streamlined body, was the latest
in state-of-the-art design, as well as exclusivity. It was the
most dazzling car to see on the high-speed German roads at
the time, and it was often said it looked like it was flying into
the distance ahead of all the other vehicles.
In addition to impeccable styling, what unites the early Mer-
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cedes coupes and the CL-Class is the fact that they have always
employed the latest automotive engineering on board and are
truly ahead of other cars on the market. The craftsmanship, visual elegance, and safety features of all the Mercedes coupes
have elevated them to the top ranks of luxury cars.
(Continued on Page 8)
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LEFT: A 1996 CL.
BELOW: THE NEWER BODY
INTRODUCED IN 2000.

The CL-Class
(Continued from Page 6)

The C 140
The first-generation CL-Class, known internally as the C 140, was first manufactured in 1992
and was designed by Bruno Sacco, the Italian automobile designer who served as the head of styling at Mercedes until
1999, the same year the C 140 ceased production. Sacco was
a major proponent of what has been coined as horizontal homogeneity and vertical affinity, terms he used to describe the
continuity of Mercedes designs.
Though the coupes physical appearance changed little
over the years, in large part to Sacco’s belief in homogenous
design trends within the company, the CL underwent a name
change several times. It went from the 500 SEC and 600 SEC
in 1992 and 1993 to then being renamed the S 500 Coupe and
S 600 Coupe in 1994. The name CL-Class was adopted in
1996 in Europe and 1998 in North America, and the W 140
coupes were called the CL 500 and CL 600. This CL moniker
was given to a refreshed version of the S-Class coupe in 1996,
but the first true CL-Class model to be introduced was at the
1999 Geneva Motor Show. The public was amazed at the car,
as it represented the very height of personal luxury and performance.

impressive aerodynamic efficiency, systematic lightweight
design, and a new dimensional concept were additional attributes to the Mercedes CL-Class that made it stand out
from its predecessors and its competitors. It was a modern
hybrid concept, which used different lightweight materials
such as aluminum, magnesium, steel, and plastic to reduce
the weight of the vehicle.
By the spring of 2001, global consumers were able to buy

Independent Garage

MICHEL BROS. LTD.

Your Mercedes
Service Specialists

The C 215
The CL-Class is not just a two-door S-Class, however. It
has its own distinctive architecture, interior styling, and original technology. The CL-Class was the most sophisticated
and technologically advanced car of its time. The elongated
silhouette and arched roofline enhanced the dynamism of the
two-door model and gave it its own flair, separating it from
its S-Class predecessor. Like its predecessors, the C 215 had
no B-pillar interrupting the sleek curve of the side windows.
The C 215, which debuted in 1999 at the Geneva Motor
Show, was also the world premiere of active body control
technology. This new fully active suspension allows control
of the vehicle body motion and eliminates body roll in many
driving situations, such as cornering, accelerating, and braking. Mercedes engineers had been experimenting with the
technology for decades before the C 215 world premiere. The
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(Continued on Page 10)

Specializing in Mercedes-Benz
• Service & Repairs • Computer Diagnostics • Fuel Injection
• Transmissions • Air Conditioning • Electrical • Brakes

Don’t Trust
Your Mercedes
to Anyone Else!
www.MichelBrosLtd.com
(775) 329-1356
608 E. 5th Street Reno Same Location Since 1976
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LEFT: THE LACK OF
THE B PILLAR ON
THE CL CREATES A
SLEEK & POWERFUL
LOOK. BELOW:
A 2007 CL 550.

The CL-Class
(Continued from Page 8)

the CL with a natural stone trim for the interior. Waferthin granite panels were specially formed and applied to
the center console, interior door cladding, steering wheel
rim, and selector lever. Then, in 2002, the coupe was refined and given a modified front end with a modern
clear-lens design and a revised front bumper, and the rear
end received updates as well.
The powerful appearance of the CL was matched by the
engines, which were offered by Mercedes for the coupe. The
CL 500 was powered by a responsive V8 engine, while the
CL 600 boasted a newly developed, smooth-running 12cylinder engine. The ultra-modern, lightweight engine was
impeccably designed, including three-valve technology, double ignition with an AC voltage ignition system and ioniccurrent diagnosis, automatic cylinder shut-off, six catalytic
converters, and eight oxygen sensors.
The new CL-Class also came equipped with an extensive
safety package that included front and side airbags on the
front seats, window bags, the Electronic Stability Program,
acceleration skid control, anti-lock braking system, brake assist, novel bi-xenon headlamps with a wash/wipe system,
and the PARKTRONIC system. The car had an upscale, yet
powerful look, with a taut, pillarless roofline.
Main competitors of the CL-Class in the grand tourer segment included the Aston Martin DBS, Rolls-Royce Drophead,
Bentley Continental GT, BMW M6, and the Ferrari 612. The
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Mercedes CL-Class had more rear legroom than all of these
competing options on the market.

The C 216
In late 2006, Mercedes introduced the C 216 version of the
luxury CL-Class line, which incorporated some of the most
advanced technical innovations the automobile industry had
ever seen. One of these innovations was the world’s first occupant protection system that could recognize a potential accident situation in its early stages and take anticipatory
protection measures to help safeguard passengers. Known
as PRE-SAFE®, the advanced braking system raised the bar
in terms of vehicle safety across the industry. PRE-SAFE operated in tandem with Brake Assist Plus, which warned the
driver of an imminent collision with visual and audible signals and automatically calculated the required braking pressure to prevent an accident.
Further safety advancements included the Intelligent
Light System, which made driving even safer in the dark. In
partnership with the bi-xenon headlamps, the Intelligent
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to mark the 40th anniversary of the Mercedes AMG high-performance brand of the
company. Like other
CL AMG versions, it
had a souped-up engine, but this car came
with a new type of
paint finish, AMG
Alubeam. This unique
paint reflected the special status of this exclusive version, which was restricted to
just 40 vehicles for the whole world.
The AMG Anniversary Edition was the
first Mercedes car to feature AMG
Alubeam, which had previously only
been seen on show cars. Alubeam utilized a new process that caused the
paint to gleam like liquid metal. It was
stretched over the vehicle’s body like a
metallic skin, which looked marvelous
when situated on the coupe’s distinctive lines.

A 2008 CL 65 AMG WITH
ALUBEAM PAINT.

The CL-Class
(Continued from Page 10)

Light System became the standard
specification for the new CL-Class and
provided five different lighting functions that were activated to match driving and weather conditions.

AMG Anniversary Edition
A limited-edition CL 65 AMG was
produced in late 2007 and was released

The CL 4MATIC
An all-wheel drive option came in
2008, with the CL 4MATIC moniker. It
provided even greater traction and handling stability in rain, snow, and ice.
The 4MATIC system, which had also
seen success in the S-Class series, was
permanently active in the CL and required no response time to come to the
driver’s aid when applicable. The allwheel drive system had a transfer case
with a central differential, which was
integrated into the seven-speed automatic transmission of the CL. The
4MATIC system further enhanced the
safety offerings of the CL-Class, putting
it even farther ahead of its competition.
In 2014, Mercedes officially ceased
using the CL-Class name, instead going
back to the S-Class coupe and convertible label. The CL-Class remains an
important part of the Mercedes-Benz
coupe history and was the pinnacle of
performance and luxury for the threepointed star brand for many years.

Midtown
DIAMONDS
Your source for custom & diamond jewelry in Reno!

We are pleased to offer you a wide selection
of diamonds, fine jewelry, watches, gifts,
one-of-a-kind custom design jewelry, & repairs.
Midtown Diamonds
777 South Center Street #102, Reno, NV 89501
(775) 825-3499 MidtownDiamonds.com
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Pizza Party
Club Members Enjoy Pizza & Microbrews in Victorian Square
by Marcus Dodson, Newsletter Editor
n late February, members of
the Sierra Nevada Section
of the Mercedes®-Benz Club of America gathered in
Victorian Square in Sparks
for delicious pizza and drinks. The
evening was supposed to include some
pre-dinner bowling at the Grand Sierra
Resort Bowling Center, but there was a
last minute change of plans. With the
recent change in capacity limitations, it
appeared as though all of Reno was
bowling that night, making it difficult
for the club to find two open lanes.
Thankfully, the second part of the
night decidedly made up for the earlier
hiccup, as 19 members gathered at the
Blind Onion Pizza and Pub in Sparks.
The Blind Onion is a local favorite, with
locations in both Sparks and Reno. The
pizza is always fresh and tasty, and the
service is friendly and fast. The Blind
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Onion also has an impressive microbrew offering, and the club enjoyed several different types of local and national
beers, as well as wine and cocktails.
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Every table had pizza, and a few adventurous palates ordered anchovies on
top. The pizza of the month, the Brock
(Continued on Page 14)
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Pizza Party
(Continued from Page 13)

Lesnar, had an alfredo base, broccoli, mozzarella,
Canadian bacon, red potatoes, mushrooms, bacon,
and a four-cheese blend. Lesnar is a well-known
WWE champion, so somebody on the Blind Onion staff must
be a wrestling fan. Salads and appetizers were also spotted
on several tabletops.
The Blind Onion staff did a fantastic job of allowing the
group to have a safe gathering, and separate checks were not
an issue. The 60-person private party room always makes it
easy to enjoy an unfussy, yet safe, evening. This event coin-
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cided with the first week of the governor’s increased capacity
guidelines, and the club was happy to be able to enjoy the
cozy pizza pub.
The next driving event will be on March 18 to the Gold
Hill Hotel and Saloon in Virginia City, Nevada, hosted by
Christy and Marcus Dodson. Guests will enjoy dinner at the
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ITEMS OF INTEREST
The National
Automobile Museum

Sierra Nevada

Sierra Nevada MBCA is a
Proud Sponsor of This Great
Museum Here in Reno

We encourage all members to wear
their MBCA name badges to all Sierra
Nevada section meetings and events.
WHAT???
You don’t have a Sierra Nevada
name badge? Right now you’re probably thinking, “How can I, a mere
mortal, achieve the level of prestige
and acclaim of those that proudly display their Sierra Nevada MBCA name
badges for all to see?”
This one item will not only identify
you as an official Sierra Nevada MBCA
member, it will:
4 Make you taller
4 Make you slimmer
4 Restore your hair
4 Improve your sexual prowess
How much would you be willing to
pay for such a miracle item?
$1,000? $2,000? $5,000?
Well, now you can order your
Sierra Nevada MBCA name badge for
a mere $12!
But wait, there’s more…
If you order in the next ten minutes
you can get TWO name badges for the
incredibly low price of only $24!
With this name badge you can hold
your head up high! You will become
the envy of the neighborhood, the first
on your block, and the proud owner of
a Sierra Nevada MBCA name badge
identifying you as part of an elite
group that has $12 to spend.
Operators are standing by!
Scan the QR code, order online by
going to: www.mbca.org/name-badge,
or you can call the
MBCA office at (800)
637-2360.
Be sure and order
the magnet-backed
version.

Here in Reno, we’re lucky to be home to
one of the top-rated auto museums in the
world, The National Automobile Museum.
Your Sierra Nevada MBCA Section is a
proud sponsor!
What does that mean to you? Well,
since your club is the sponsor of a 1955
Mercedes-Benz 300SL Gullwing on prominent display at the museum, all of our
members get special benefits:
• Members get free admission into the facility, plus a 50% discount for any guests,
during normal business hours.

MBCA Name Badges

• Members can request free guided tours
of the museum, subject to the availability of
the tour guides.
• Members receive a 10% discount at the
National Auto Museum gift shop.
The museum has our member list on
file, so just tell the cashier your name and
that you’re a member of the Sierra Nevada
Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of
America.
The National Automobile Museum is located at 10 South Lake Street in Reno,
(775) 333-9300.

Quote of the Month
Hey Mercedes…
Many newer vehicles let
you talk to them. They’ve
had push-to-talk buttons on
Mercedes steering wheels
for years, but most of us just
don’t use them. In 2019
Mercedes-Benz started introducing cars with its new
MBUX system (Mercedes-Benz User Experience). By saying “Hey
Mercedes,” you can ask what the weather is like, or tell your Mercedes that you’re cold, or even just say that you need coffee. The computer is smart enough to know what you’re asking for and is happy
to make adjustments to the car or find you the nearest Starbucks.
Designed by German engineers, famous for a lack of sense of
humor, the MBUX digital assistant does have a few quick replies hidden in its system. When asked, “Hey Mercedes… what do you think
of BMW?” the cars replies, “It looks great, but only in my rearview
mirror!”
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EVENTS
March 2, 2021: Sierra Nevada MBCA First Tuesday Dinner,
hosted by Grace & Tom Jenny, Siu Korean BBQ, Sparks,
Nevada. To RSVP, contact Tom Jenny at
tomjenny88@yahoo.com or (818) 648-4107
March 18, 2021: Sierra Nevada MBCA Dinner & Drive,
hosted by Marcus Dodson, Gold Hill Hotel & Saloon, Virginia City, Nevada. Leave Mercedes-Benz dealership at
4:00 p.m., with optional overnight stay at historic hotel. To
RSVP, contact Marcus Dodson at marcus@dodsonpublications.com or (775) 997-9901
March 27, 2021: Club Rendezvous with San Francisco Bay
Area MBCA, Dinner Location in Reno TBD. To RSVP, contact Gail Wells at blackswan342@gmail.com or (307) 7631701
April 6, 2021: Sierra Nevada MBCA First Tuesday Dinner,
hosted by Patti & Gene Lamski, David’s Grill at Red Hawk
Golf & Resort, Sparks, Nevada. To RSVP, contact Patti
Lamski at topat83@aol.com or (770) 852-1522
April 17, 2021: Sierra Nevada MBCA Drive to Sherry’s
Stage Stop & Lyon County Museum, Yerington, Nevada,
for lunch & music, hosted by Patti Lamski. Leave Mercedes-Benz dealership at 10:00 a.m. To RSVP, contact
Patti Lamski at topat83@aol.com or (770) 852-1522

Pizza Party
(Continued from Page 14)

hotel’s restaurant, and there is an option to stay overnight in
the historic hotel. A next-day breakfast reservation has also
been arranged. To RSVP, please email Marcus Dodson at
marcus@dodsonpublications.com or (775) 997-9901. Events
happen monthly, and there are opportunities to host for anyone who is interested. For more information and to sign up
to host a First Tuesday Dinner or an event, contact Marcus
Dodson at marcus@dodsonpublications.com. Stay up to date
on future club events by searching for @SierraNevadaMBCA
on Facebook.

May 4, 2021: Sierra Nevada MBCA First Tuesday Dinner,
Location To Be Determined
May 2021: Sierra Nevada MBCA Drive to Bently Heritage
Distillery, Minden, Nevada, hosted by Christy & Marcus
Dodson, Date TBD. To RSVP, contact Christy Dodson at
christy@dodsonpublications.com or (775) 771-7777

CAR & TRUCK
REPAIR
SPECIALIST

June 1, 2021: Sierra Nevada MBCA First Tuesday Dinner,
Location To Be Determined
June 2021: Sierra Nevada MBCA Drive to Austin, Nevada,
hosted by Gail & Vence Wells, Date TBD. To RSVP, contact
Gail Wells at blackswan342@gmail.com or (307) 763-1701
July 2021: Sierra Nevada MBCA Summer Backyard Party,
Christy & Marcus Dodson’s home, 1840 Wendy Way,
Reno, Nevada, Date TBD. To RSVP, contact Christy Dodson at christy@dodsonpublications.com or (775) 7717777

Licensed Smog
& Repair Station

August 2021: Sierra Nevada MBCA Picnic & Play at Bartley Ranch Regional Park, Reno, Nevada, hosted by LaVern
& Carlos Lucovich, Reno, Nevada, Date TBD. To RSVP,
contact LaVern Lucovich at lipinski3541@gmail.com or
(775) 882-4697
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775-972-8863
9205 Lemmon Drive • Reno, NV 89506
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IN CLOSING
You Can't Fix Stupid
Just When You Think You've Seen it All
by Marcus Dodson, Newsletter Editor
(Editor’s Note: The following story may have absolutely nothing
to do with Mercedes or automobiles, but we feel it’s interesting
nonetheless. If you have a humorous or interesting story you
would like to submit for this column, call us at (775) 997-9901.)
e've all done our fare share of stupid
things, but chances are you haven't tried
something as idiotic as these people.
Let's just hope they learned from their
mistakes. Who are we kidding? Of
course they didn't.
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