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upcoMiNg eveNtS!
July 30tH • 11:00 aM
drive & tour oF
virgiNia city
aug. 21 • 10:30 aM
drive & luNcH at
tHe FreSH KetcH
St

Questions?
Marc Dodson • (775) 333-1083
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A STOP AT THE PARK NEAR BOWER’S MANSION.

A Drive to Minden & One of the Best Burgers in the West

W

by Marc Dodson, editor
ith the ﬁrst Sunday in July falling
over the Independence
Day
weekend,
our
First Sunday Drive became the
Second Sunday Drive. So on July 10th,

Next MeetiNg
August 2, 2011

%

we headed for Minden, a scant 35 miles
from our starting point, but with a few
side trips and back roads, we were able
to stretch it to a little over 44 miles and
more than an hour of drive-time.
We left our starting point at the Mercedes-Benz of Reno dealership with
(continued on page 3)

Sierra Nevada SectioN
MeetiNgS are Held at 5:30 pM oN tHe
FirSt tueSday oF every MoNtH at
MercedeS-BeNz oF reNo
11500 S. virgiNia St., reNo, Nv 89511
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PRESIDENT’S EXHAUST
Driving Your Mercedes-Benz
Yes Virginia, You Can Drive Brand X Cars to Club Events

W

e had a question
come up recently
about which cars
are allowed at our
club drives and
events. I’ve always been of the
mind that, as long as a person is a member, it doesn’t matter what kind of car
they drive… I’m just happy to see more
members at the events.
While we would deﬁnitely prefer that
everyone drive their Mercedes to club
events, members may have speciﬁc reasons for not wanting to drive their
prized possessions on that particular
day: they may have an older model
and the drive may be too long for their
car; the car could need repair; or as was
the case with the recent drive to Gar
Woods, the weather was bad and one
member felt his SUv was more up to
the task. While I couldn’t attend that
event, personally, I wouldn’t have
driven my SL on that rainy, sleety,
foggy, and snowy trip… but I applaud
those brave souls that did.
that being said, I called the NBO to
get the oﬃcial club position about
members driving Brand X cars to Mercedes events. I was told that since you
don’t have to own a Mercedes-Benz to
be a member of MBca, it follows that
you don’t have to drive a Mercedes to
attend club events. and that’s the oﬃcial MBca position on the matter.
However, a little common sense
should also apply. If your car is not the
proper marque, stay in the back of the
pack, not in the middle or the front of
the line. Let those three-pointed stars
shine. and when it comes time for the
all-important group photo, don’t be offended if you’re asked to move your
prized Yugo (or Bentley or whatever)
out of the picture frame. While it may
be a great car, it’s still a non-Mercedes
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Marc Dodson • President
(775) 333-1083
marc.v.dodson@gmail.com

at a Mercedes event, and it doesn’t belong in the picture.
Moving on to other topics, on July
30th, we’ll join the Sacramento MBca
Section for a trip to virginia city. Bill
Brandt, of that section, has arranged for
a two-hour historial walking tour of the
town and lunch. the cost for the tour
is $10 per person. Lunch will be extra
and you’ll pay for your own meal. this
will be a great opportunity to meet
other MBca members from Sacramento. For more information, see page
6 of this newsletter.
as I mentioned previously, our ByLaws state that new oﬃcers take oﬃce
on November 1st, and we have to start
planning for the transition.
Gary Dyer has volunteered to run for
President and Bob Proctor has agreed
to run for vice President. the positions
of Secretary and treasurer are still wide
open, and waiting for volunteers.
I hope to see everyone at the virginia
city event on July 30th and at the next
meeting on august 2nd.
Marc Dodson,
The Prez
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Darryl Van Dorn • Vice President
(775) 857-2751
darrylvandorn@earthlink.net
Dave Gibson • Secretary
(775) 853-0448
djkegibson@aol.com
Ron Phillips • Treasurer
(775) 851-8644
roncar65@charter.net

SIeRRa NevaDa cOMMItteeS
Bob Doxey • Social Events
(775) 746-0221
bobdoxey@sbcglobal.net
Fred Giffels • Performance Events
(775) 219-6926
fgiffels@hgp-inc.com
Fred Giffels III • Webmaster
(775) 219-6926
giffels@gmail.com
Marc Dodson • Newsletter Editor
(775) 333-1083
marc.v.dodson@gmail.com
Weasel Clause: The Silver Star is the official
monthly publication of The Sierra Nevada
Section MBCA, however, opinions expressed in
this publication are not necessarily those of the
Sierra Nevada Section, MBCA, or its officers,
so there.
No animals were harmed in the testing
or production of this newsletter… just the editor.
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BOWER’S MANSION PARK STANDING NEXT TO OUR PRIZED MERCEDES.

READY TO ORDER AT
THE WILD HORSE.

Photos by Marc & Sue Dodson.

SCANNING THE MENU OPTIO
NS.

A LINE OF THREE-POINTED STARS.

Sunday Drive
(continued from page 1)

eight beautiful Mercedes-Benz autos,
over half of them SLs. Unfortunately,
right after we left, one of our group was
either involved in an alien abduction, or
just made a wrong turn. either way, we
didn’t see Bob and Jo anne Doxey
again until lunch time.

August 2011

From Reno we headed south to the
Bower’s Mansion and our ﬁrst photo
op. From there, we took the small scenic road through Franktown. Once we
made it through carson city, we took
another detour through Jack’s valley
and Genoa before reaching our destination: the Wild Horse Bar & Grill.
the hamburgers at the Wild Horse
have constantly been voted the Best
Burgers in the West and have been cited

3

in both Sunset and the aaa Via magazines. Not only do they use handpacked meat, but the buns, potato
chips, pasta salad are also made by
hand on site. Needless to say, we had a
great lunch, and Bob Burt, owner of the
establishment, was most gracious.
after lunch we went our own separate ways back to Reno. the day turned
out perfect: a good turnout, great
weather, and fantastic company.
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ELECTIONS
tHe Sierra Nevada SectioN

iS looKiNg For a Few good people
to Serve aS oFFicerS For tHe coMiNg year!

are you BreatHiNg?
do you Have a pulSe?

tHeN you QualiFy to Be aN oFFicer oF tHe

preStigiouS Sierra Nevada MBca!
tHe FollowiNg poSitioNS are opeN:

preSideNt (preSideS over cluB MeetiNgS, writeS preSideNt’S MeSSage eacH MoNtH)
vice preSideNt (StaNdS arouNd aNd waitS For tHe preSideNt to Be aSSaSSiNated)

Secretary (recordS MiNuteS at MeetiNgS, SuBMitS For puBlicatioN iN tHe NewSletter)
treaSurer (payS tHe Few BillS we get, MaKeS depoSitS, preSeNtS treaSurer’S report)

New oFFicerS taKe oFFice NoveMBer 1St

BeNeFitS oF BeiNg aN oFFicer:
4 lord it over everyoNe you Meet
4 Have tHe power oF liFe & deatH over your Fellow MeMBerS
4 cHaNge tHe courSe oF liFe oN tHiS plaNet aS we KNow it
4 Be iN cHarge oF a BaNK accouNt valued iN tHe teNS oF dollarS
Questions? contact Marc dodson • 775-333-1083
August 2011
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Photo Credits: Michael Furman Courtesy of RM Auctions

OTHER NEWS OF INTEREST

$8 Million Mercedes-Benz?
1937 Mercedes-Benz 540K Special Roadster for Sale
Source: IBxAnders, MBWorld & Mercedes-Benz USA

D

uring this year’s
Pebble Beach Motoring Week in
august, RM auctions will put on
the block the 1937
Mercedes-Benz
540K Special Roadster, chassis number
154140, part of the esteemed private
collection of Sam and emily Mann. a
star consignment for RM’s annual
Monterey sale, august 19 - 20, the exquisite, multi-million dollar 1937 540K
Special Roadster is expected to set a
new auction record for a MercedesBenz, as well as enter the history books
as one of the most expensive motor
cars ever sold at auction. the car is expected to achieve a world-record price
of more than $8 million.
the Special Roadster was priced at
around $12,000 US when new and represented the ultimate example of the
supercharged 540K. One of just a select
few built with the most desirable configuration of high door, long tail and
covered rear spare, of which it is believed just three examples survive, the
ultra-rare 540K was ordered new by
the factory branch in Buenos aires for
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the owners of a prestigious argentinean clothing store. Delivered in June
1937, 154140 spent its early years in argentina before being imported into the
United States by one of the country’s
first full-time antique automobile deal-

ers, tiny Gould. It then passed
through a string of well-documented
owners, including time spent in both
australia and Germany. today, beautifully presented and the recipient of a
thorough, concours-quality restoration,
it has enjoyed great success on the
show field at both the prestigious
amelia Island and Pebble Beach concours d’elegance events.
“exceptional at the time, the 540K
Special Roadster remains one of the
world’s most valuable and desired collector cars. a magnificent example of
an automobile as an art form, it has
firmly established itself at the pinnacle
of the classic car market,” says Rob
Myers, chairman and Founder, RM
auctions.
Joined by an astonishing array of
other remarkable big eight supercharged Mercedes from the 1930s,
RM’s Monterey offering represents the
most important collection of MercedesBenz motor cars ever presented at auction.
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Always Keep
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VIRGINIA CITY DRIVE

HiStorial
walKiNg
tour oF
virgiNia
city
July 30tH

Meet at tHe MercedeSBeNz oF reNo dealerSHip
11:00 aM

we’ll JoiN tHe

SacraMeNto MBca SectioN

$10 per perSoN (doeS Not iNclude luNcH)
MuSt rSvp By July 20tH witH coupoN Below
(This is Sacramento Section event. We have been invited to join in the fun. Send your check to their address below.)

August 2011
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Eyes on the
Road
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LAKE TAHOE DRIVE
SuNday • auguSt 21St
SoutH laKe taHoe

tHe FreSH KetcH reStauraNt

we’ll eNJoy a great SceNic
drive to SoutH laKe taHoe
Followed By a FaNtaStic luNcH
Meet at tHe MercedeS-BeNz oF reNo dealerSHip • 10:30 aM

Everyone will pay for their own meal, but we need a
head-count to make sure that they have enough seating.
If you plan to attend, please let me know by email or phone, by August 17th.
Any questions, give me a call.
Marc Dodson (775) 333-1083 • marc.v.dodson@gmail.com
August 2011
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GOLF TOURNAMENT

Mail to: Mercedes-Benz of Reno • 11500 S. Virginia St., • Reno, NV 89511

August 2011
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FUTURE EVENTS
Sierra Nevada Events

Other Events of Interest

July 30: Join the Sacramento Section for a walking tour of
Virginia City. $10 per person. Meet at the Mercedes-Benz
of Reno dealership at 11:00 am. For more info, contact
Marc Dodson, 775-333-1083.

July 27: Hot August Nights Cruise Night, 6:00 pm. Summit
Racing, Reno, Nevada. www.hotaugustnights.net

August 2: Sierra Nevada Section Meeting, Mercedes-Benz
of Reno. 775-333-1083.

August 6-7: Reno SCCA Solo II Race, Reno-Fernley Raceway. www.renoscca.org

August 21: Drive to South Lake Tahoe & lunch at The
Fresh Ketch. Meet at the Mercedes-Benz of Reno dealership at 10:30 am. For more info, contact Marc Dodson, 775333-1083.

August 6-9: Hot August Nights, Lake Tahoe, Nevada.
www.hotaugustnights.net

August 3: Hot August Nights Cruise Night, 6:00 pm. A1
Body Shop, Sparks, Nevada. www.hotaugustnights.net

August 6-8: Hot August Nights Classic Car Auction, MontBleu Resort, Lake Tahoe, Nevada.
www.hotaugustnights.net

September 6: Sierra Nevada Section Meeting, MercedesBenz of Reno. 775-333-1083.

August 9-14: Hot August Nights, Reno & Sparks, Nevada.
www.hotaugustnights.net

September 19: Mercedes-Benz of Reno sponsored Charity
Golf Tournament at Montreux. For more info, contact Ronda
Hartley, 775-326-4036.

August 11-14: Hot August Nights Classic Car Auction,
Reno Convention Center, Reno, Nevada. www.hotaugustnights.net

October 4: Sierra Nevada Section Meeting, MercedesBenz of Reno. 775-333-1083.

August 13-19: Bonneville Speed Week, Bonneville Salt
Flats, Utah. www.scta-bni.org
August 14: Show Off Your Mercedes, Rocklin, Calif.
dschnitzer@wavecable.com

“It is a good idea to ‘shop around’ before you settle
on a doctor. Ask about the condition of his
Mercedes. Ask about the competence of his mechanic. Don't be shy! After all, you're paying for it.”
— Dave Barry

August 15-19: Pebble Beach, Concours D’Elegance, Pebble Beach, Calif. www.pebblebeachconcours.net
August 17-21: StarTrails, Ouray, Colo. Back country touring and rocky mountain motoring. www.startrails.mbca.org
August 19: Legends of the Autobahn, West Coast Summer
Concours, Rancho Canada Golf Club, Carmel Valley, Calif.
www.motorsportreg.com

Welcome NeW members…
Alex & Philis Evans

August 25-28: Silver Classic Car Auction, Carson City, Nevada. www.silverauctions.com

Verdi

September 3-4: Reno SCCA Solo II Race. Reno-Fernley
Raceway. www.renoscca.org
September 15-18: Silver State Classic Challenge Open
Road Race, Hwy 318, Nevada. www.silverstateclassic.com
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September 16-18: Ferrari Virginia City Hill Climb. Hwy 341,
Virginia City, Nevada. www.ferraripacific.org.
September 24-30: Lake Huron Mille Driving Tour, St.
Claire, Mich. $275 per person. Contact Ron Harshman
312-337-5186.
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September 26 - October 1: MBCA Trip to Germany. Includes trips to AMG, Mercedes-Benz museum, assembly
plant & more. $2,500 per person
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Burma Shave
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