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iNSide tHiS iSSue…

upcoMiNg eveNt!
JaNuary 13tH
diNNer & SHow
at tHe Silver legacy
(prepaid eveNt - See page 6)

a FuN-Filled eveNiNg oF
great Food & great FuN!

JoiN uS For tHiS
coMedy cluB laugH FeSt!
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Christmas Party
43 Make the First Annual Christmas Party a Huge Success

I

by Marc Dodson, editor
t was a great way
to kick oﬀ the holiday season with
over half of our
membership in
attendance. On
December 8th, 43
Sierra Nevada members and friends,
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more than half of our total membership,
met at Bricks in Reno to celebrate the
Christmas Season. The event, expertly
organized by Ray and Karin Rich, came
oﬀ without a hitch as Mercedes-Benz
enthusiasts gathered in a Brick’s private
dining room, right next to the bar, and
(continued on page 3)

Sierra Nevada SectioN
MeetiNgS are Held at 5:30 pM oN tHe
FirSt tueSday oF every MoNtH at
MercedeS-BeNz oF reNo
11500 S. virgiNia St., reNo, Nv 89511
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PRESIDENT’S EXHAUST
Looking Ahead
New Events in the Works for 2012

W

hat a way to end
our first year and
top off 2011! The
Christmas party
was a huge success. Kudos to
Ray and Karin
Rich plus Marc and Sue Dodson. The
women were beautiful and the men
didn’t smell bad. Actually the men
looked pretty sharp themselves. Iain
and Wendy Buxton made this their
first Sierra Nevada MBCA event.
The next time you have your Mercedes serviced at MB of Reno be sure
to thank Kwanny Woo and Dave
Rowe for providing the wine for the
dinner. MB of Reno also provided
some very nice door prizes. Did anyone find Karin Rich’s lost earring?
You had to be there. Kwanny also
provided a gavel for our meetings. I
think I pulled a muscle lifting it,
though.
We had a great first year for the
club. We had some very interesting
“First Sunday” drives. The first Tuesday meetings have been productive
and best of all, short. Next year’s lineup of events looks wonderful also.
The first event is at the Silver Legacy
Comedy Club on Friday, January 13th.
That is followed by “Super Bowl Sunday” at Marc and Sue Dodson’s Mansion February 5, 2012, which happens
to fall on a Sunday again, amazing
how that happens. We are in the
process of joining other clubs for a day
at the Fernley Race Track in March or
April or ?. Check your email for updates. A joint BBQ with the Reno
Jaguar Club is scheduled for July at
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Gary Dyer • President
(775) 747-4429
gtdtahoe@charter.net
Bob Proctor • Vice President
(775) 856-3920
ob1vette@sbcglobal.net

Dyer’s humble abode. I am going to
insist that the Jaguars wear Depends.
Finally, don’t forget “Starfest 2012” in
Phoenix, AZ September 28 through
Oct 3, 2012 (www.starfest2012.com).
Kathy and I are going for sure. Do
you want to join us for the trip there?
This is too close to pass up. Now how
about one of you coming up with an
idea for a “First Sunday Drive.” YOU
get to choose YOUR favorite place to
visit for lunch. It’s a lot of fun planning. Email me if you want some
help.
Finally, thanks again to the Guys
and Dolls that started this club this
year. You know who you are. Also,
thanks to all the members that are currently on the board and committees.
It has been my distinct pleasure getting to know ALL of you.
Keep the shiny side up,

Gar, Your Prez
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Darryl Van Dorn • Secretary
(775) 857-2751
darrylvandorn@earthlink.net
Carolyn Phillips • Treasurer
(775) 851-8644
roncar65@charter.net
Marc Dodson • Immediate Past President
(775) 333-1083
marc.v.dodson@gmail.com

SIerra Nevada cOMMItteeS
Fred Giffels • Performance Events
(775) 219-6926
fgiffels@hgp-inc.com
Fred Giffels III • Webmaster
(775) 354-7811
giffels@gmail.com
Marc Dodson • Membership & Newsletter Editor
(775) 333-1083
marc.v.dodson@gmail.com
Weasel Clause: The Silver Star is the official
monthly publication of The Sierra Nevada Section of
MBCA, however, opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the Sierra
Nevada Section, MBCA, or its officers, so there.
No animals were harmed in the testing
or production of this newsletter… just the editor.
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Photos by Marc Dodson.
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Christmas Party
(continued from page 1)

September 28 – October 3
Our Section will Attend as a Group!
For more info, contact:
Rick Stacio 623-582-6694
www.mbca.org/event/2012-09-28/starfest®-2012
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complete with ﬁreplace.
Following the obligatory cocktail
hour, President Gary Dyer got the festivities underway introducing members, including Fred Lustig, 1978-1979
National MBCA President, and now a
member of our Sierra Nevada section.
President Gary then went on to present Marc Dodson (yours truely) with
(continued on page 4)
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Christmas Party
(continued from page 3)

the Board Member of Year Award for
his hard work in forming the section. A
fantastic meal followed with everyone
enjoying their selection of ﬁllet mignon,
lamb, salmon, or chicken.
At the conclusion of the evening, Ray
and Karin Rich selected random names
to receive prizes, all of which were donated by Mercedes-Benz of Reno.
Everyone enjoyed themselves immensely, the food was outstanding, and
the camaraderie was great. Thank you
Ray and Karin for your eﬀorts in putting together an outstanding Christmas
Party. It was a ﬁtting conclusion to a
great year.
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BusinessWeek’s
50 ugliest Cars

AMC
GREMLIN

BusinessWeek has selected the “50 Ugliest
Cars of the Last 50 Years.” There were no Mercedes-Benz autos mentioned
but amazingly, the Ferrari Enzo made the list. I’m always suspect of auto criticisms made by people in high-rise New York offices, an
area where many don’t even possess a driver’s license.
To view the entire list, use your smart phone to scan
the QR code, or just click on this link: http://images.busi
nessweek.com/ss/09/10/1028_50_ugliest_cars_of_past_
50_years/1.htm
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OTHER NEWS OF INTEREST
MBCa name Badges

Mercedes-Benz Club of america
2012 Membership news Bulletin
(Reprinted directly from MBCA mailing)

effective January 1, 2012 MBCa membership dues will increase as follows:
U.S. Membership Dues
Canadian & Int’l Membership Dues
1 Year
Was $45 Will Be $49
Was $55
Will Be $59
2 Years
Was $87 Will Be $95
Was $107
Will Be $115
3 Years
Was $127 Will Be $139
Was $157
Will Be $169
Five reasons for the 2012 Dues increase
∂ It has been 12 years since MBCA last raised its dues
∑ 2012 dues represent an increase of less than 9% over 2011
∏ MBCA has been able to avoid a dues increase for more than a decade
but increasing operating expenses makes it virtually impossible to avoid a
modest increase today
π The list of MBCA member benefits and discounts has markedly expanded in the
last two years. Please see the 2/3 page advertorial in the January/February
issue of The Star® magazine for details or visit www.mbca.org/member-benefits
for a complete list of benefits
∫ We want to ensure that MBCA can continue to meet its promise/value proposition:
To be an enduring and sustainable Mercedes-Benz enthusiast organization known
for nurturing and inspiring the Mercedes-Benz experience
Special incentives for MBCa Members, effective nOW!
Members who RENEW their membership BEFORE 12/31/11 will receive:
4 3 additional months of membership FREE when they renew for 3 years
PLUS pay the (current) 2011 rate ($127 U.S. or $157 Canadian/Int’l)
4 2 additional months of membership FREE when they renew for 2 years
PLUS pay the (current) 2011 rate ($87 U.S. or $107 Canadian/Int’l)
Members who reneW their membership beginning 1/1/12 or aFTer will receive:
4 3 additional months of membership FREE when they renew for 3 years
(at the 2012 rate)
4 2 additional months of membership FREE when they renew for 2 years
(at the 2012 rate)

WelCOMe neW MeMBerS…
Jerry Blum — Reno
Iain & Wendy Buxton — Reno
Paula Scott — Virginia City
Paula says, “I purchased my used 1991 500 SL from a private
party. Excellent condition. Loving it! I enjoy running, outdoor activities,
time with family and work. Look forward to joining MBCA events.”
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We encourage all members to
wear their MBCA name badges to
all section meetings and events.
WHAT??? You don’t have a
name badge? Right now you’re
probably thinking, “How can I, a
mere mortal, achieve the level of
prestige and acclaim of those that
proudly display their MBCA name
badges for all to see?”
This one item will not only identify you as an official MBCA member, it will:
4 Make you taller
4 Make you slimmer
4 Restore your hair
4 Improve your sexual prowess
How much would you be willing
to pay for such a miracle item?
$1,000? $2,000? $5,000?
Well, now you can order your
name badge for a mere $9.25!
But wait, there’s more…
If you order in the next 10 minutes you can get TWO for $18.50!
With this name badge you can
hold your head up high! You will
become the envy of the neighborhood, the first on your block, and
the proud owner of a MBCA name
badge identifying you as part of an
elite group that has $9.25 to spend.
Operators are standing by!
Call the MBCA office at (800) 6372360, or order online by going to:
www.mbca.org/product/namebadge
Or you can
use your smart
phone to scan
the QR code to
the right:
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MEETING MINUTES
Sierra Nevada MBCA
December 6, 2011
CALL TO ORDER: President Gary Dyer called
the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. Gary introduced visitor Richard Bolenbaker.
MINUTES: The October meeting minutes were
approved as printed in The Silver Star except for
the misspelling of Tommy Kendall’s name. Fred
Giffels made the motion to approve and Marc
Dodson seconded the motion and the motion
carried.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Carolyn Phillips presented the financial report. Sue Dodson moved
to accept the treasurer’s report as presented and
Don Williams seconded. The motion carried.
MEMBERSHIP: Marc Dodson reported that we
have 51 memberships and approximately 90
members.
Again, members were reminded to go to the
MBCA website if they would like to order
badges.
EVENTS:
Social:
Wally Hot Springs: Marc Dodson reported that
18 people had a wonderful drive from Reno to
Wally Hot Springs by way of Virginia City. The
restaurant gave us our own room and the food
outstanding.
Web Site: Fred Giffels reported that our web
site should be up and running by the end of December.
Christmas Party: Ray Rich has organized our
first Christmas Party to be held at the Brick’s
Restaurant December 8th at 6:00 pm. Forty two
people have signed up. All drinks will cost
extra.
Future Events:
Comedy Club: Marc Dodson has organized an
event at the Comedy Club for January 13th for a
dinner/show. The buffet starts at 5:30 pm with
the show starting at 7:30 pm. Also presented
was an option to eat “local” and go to the show
which would cost $16 for only the show. It was
decided to go as a group. People desiring to go
to the event should prepay their $27/person at
the January meeting.
Super Bowl Party: Marc and Sue Dodson will
be throwing a Super Bowl Party on February
5th. The party will start at 2:30 pm with the
main course being supplied by the Dodsons.
The appetizers, side dishes and desserts are to
be provided by those attending. Please call Sue
with what you will bring or for what Sue needs.
Train Trip: Marc Dodson is looking into an
overnight train trip from Reno to Sacramento.
The dates for planning are Feb. 14th and 15th.
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and depending on the number of people going,
the train ticket would cost approximately
$100/person. The Embassy Suites is within
walking distance of the train station. The room
rate would be $189/night.
Performance:
Track Day: Gary announced that he is trying to
plan a track day at Reno/Fernley Raceway in
March or April. To get the cost down, he is also
talking to the Porsche and BMW Clubs to have
them join in the day also.
OLD BUSINESS: Marc Dodson reported that
MBCA has decided not to have a national spring
meeting in Reno and will hold the meeting by
telecom. MBCA would like to have the national
meeting in Reno in the Fall around the first of
November. Lance Taylor-Warren, out going
Western Regional Director, recommended at the
latest National MBCA meeting that he thought
he to could find hotels in Reno cheaper than the
Atlantis which was in our proposal. Lance will
look into finding a cheaper hotel..
NEW BUSINESS:
National Dues: National MBCA is increasing
the dues to $49 from $45/year. Also, if a member signs up for two years, he/she will get two
extra months of membership….if a member
signs up for three years, he/she get three extra
months of membership.
National Automobile Museum Car Sponsorship: Gary reported that he has been working

with the museum to sponsor the 300SL Gullwing. The cost to sponsor is $100/year and entails periodic cleaning of the vehicle and also
free admission to the museum. Fred Giffels
made the motion to sponsor the car and Sue
Dodson second the motion. The motion carried.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Social Activity: Since no one has stepped up to
take over the Social Events Chairmanship vacated by Bob Doxey, it was recommended that a
member(s) volunteer to organize an event each
month. Joe and Sherry Avilla volunteered to organize an event in April. Gray said he would
bring up the idea at the Christmas Party.
Driving Tours: Alex Evans reported that there is
a ten day european driving tour planned beginning June 20 to July 3, 2012. The countries to
be visited are Germany, France and Austria.
Alex will be attending this years tour as part of
the Jaguar Club. He also handed out a information for those interested in going this year or for
future driving tours.
ADJOURNMENT: Marc Dodson made the motion to adjourn the meeting and seconded by
Sue Dodson. The motion carried and the meeting was adjourned at 6:00 pm.
Respectfully submitted

Darryl Van Dorn, Secretary

ER
MP

Bu ER OF
Ck
TH
STI MON
THE

3 5 mp h ,
r
o
f
d
e
are Tim
ph.
If Signals o Timed for 70 m
Als
They’re

6

Speed Was High
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DINNER & SHOW
Friday • JaNuary 13tH
BuFFet diNNer & coMedy cluB SHow at

tHe Silver legacy
Would you like to see...
Jerry Seinfeld?
Robin Williams?
Billy Crystal?
Ray Romano?

YOU’L
SO H L LAUGH
AR
WET YD YOU’LL
PANTSOUR
!

Well, so would I, but that’s
not going to happen on this
night. All of these comedians got their start at “Catch a
Rising Star” but they won’t be
there on January 13th.
In fact, I’m not sure who will
be performing, but I know
they will be funny… and I
know we’ll have a great time!

eNJoy a NigHt oN tHe towN

witH Sierra Nevada MBca MeMBerS!
aNd all For a MeaSly $27 per perSoN!

Meet at tHe Silver legacy FlavorS BuFFet, SecoNd Floor, at 5:30 pM

This Event Must be PRE-PAID by January 3.
Make out Your Check to Sierra Nevada MBCA.

Send to: Marc Dodson • 546 Court St. • Reno, NV 89501

Questions? Call Marc at 775-333-1083 • marc.v.dodson@gmail.com
January 2012
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Weather
Was Not
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SUPER BOWL PARTY

SuNday • FeBruary 5tH

Sierra Nevada MBca Super Bowl party
at Marc & Sue dodSoN’S HoMe
546 court St. • reNo, Nv 89501 • 775-333-1083

P It’s the Game of the Century!
P It’s a National Religious
Holiday!
P It’s the Most Important
Event in The History of
The World!
P The Outcome of this One
Game Will Forever Change the
Course of Life on This Planet!
Plenty of Room and Plenty of HD TVs
The Party starts at 2:30 pm. The Big Game starts at 3:15.
What should you bring?
4 Your Own Drinks
4 A Side Dish, Appetizer, or Dessert to Share
The Dodsons will provide the main course. Call Sue to let
her know that you’re coming and what you’ll be bringing.
4 Sue Dodson • 775-333-1083 • sue.a.dodson@gmail.com
January 2012
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Tires Were Thin
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AMTRAK TRAIN TRIP
MarcH
16
&
17
F
&S
aMtrak traiN trip
riday

aturday

tHrougH tHe SNow-covered Sierra NevadaS!
overNigHt iN SacraMeNto
Sierra Nevada MBCA Event.
P Round Trip Ticket $63.92
($127.84 per couple)
In Order to Get this Special Rate
We Need 20 People and Tickets
Must be Pre-Paid by January 20!

P Stay at Embassy Suites
$149 per night (916) 326-5000
(additional discounts for AAA or AARP)
NG

Use Reservation #82009870

OVI
CH
Make your own hotel reservation
BY MT TO MAR
VEN BETTER
E
S
I
P Group Dinner
TH E GOT G.
W RICIN
P
Location to be Determined

Make checks for the train tickets payable to Sierra Nevada MBCA.

MUST be PRE-PAID by January 20.

Send to: Marc Dodson • 546 Court Street • Reno, NV 89501

Questions? Call Marc Dodson 775-333-1083 • email marc.v.dodson@gmail.com
January 2012
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X Marks
The Spot
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FUTURE EVENTS
Sierra Nevada Events

Other Events of Interest

January 3: Sierra Nevada Section Meeting, 5:30 pm. Mercedes-Benz of Reno. 775-747-4429.

December 29 - January 1: San Diego Auto Show, San
Diego, Calif. www.sdautoshow.com

January 13: Dinner & Comedy Show at the Silver Legacy,
5:30, $27 per person. Contact Marc Dodson 775-333-1083.

January 15-22: Barrett-Jackson Classic Car Auction,
Scottsdale, Ariz. www.barrett-jackson.com

February 5: Super Bowl Party at the Dodsons, 2:30 pm (the
game starts at 3:15). Plenty of room and HD-TVs. Bring
your own drinks and an appetizer, side-dish, or dessert to
share. The Dodsons will provide the main course. Call Sue
Dodson to let her know that you’re coming and what you’ll
be bringing, 775-333-1083.

January 20-21: Silver Classic Car Auction, Ft. McDowell,
Ariz. www.silverauctions.com
January 28: Tech Session 1951 220 Cabriolet Restoration,
La Vernia, Texas. Contact Greg Haag 830-591-7535.
February 11: Mullins Automotive Museum & Lunch, Oxnard, Calif. mbca.lbsb@gmail.com

February 7: Sierra Nevada Section Meeting, 5:30 pm. Mercedes-Benz of Reno. 775-747-4429..

May 17-20: Nevada Open Road Challenge, Nevada Hwy
318. www.silverstateclassic.com

March 6: Sierra Nevada Section Meeting, 5:30 pm. Mercedes-Benz of Reno. 775-747-4429.

June 6: Silver Classic Car Auction, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho.
www.silverauctions.com

March 16-17: Amtrak train trip to Sacramento, stay at the
Embassy Suites, 916-326-5000. Cost for the round trip train
ticket is $63.92 per person. Must be Pre-Paid by January
20. For more info, contact Marc Dodson, 775-333-1083.

June 22-24: Barrett-Jackson Classic Car Auction, Orange
County, Calif. www.barrett-jackson.com
July 7: Silver Classic Car Auction, Spokane, Wash.
www.silverauctions.com
August 7-12: Hot August Nights, Reno & Sparks, Nevada.
www.hotaugustnights.net
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August 9-12: Hot August Nights Classic Car Auction, Reno
Convention Center, Reno, Nevada. www.hotaugustnights.net
August 13-20: Bonneville Speed Week, Bonneville Salt
Flats, Utah. www.scta-bni.org
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August 15-19: Pebble Beach, Concours D’Elegance, Pebble Beach, Calif. www.pebblebeachconcours.net
September 13-16: Silver State Classic Challenge, Nevada
Hwy 318. www.silverstateclassic.com
September 20-22: Barrett-Jackson Classic Car Auction,
Las Vegas, Nevada. www.barrett-jackson.com

MOVING DAY.

September 28-October 3: StarFest 2012, Phoenix, Ariz.
www.mbca.org/event/2012-09-28/starfest®-2012

“The one thing that unites all human beings, regardless of age, gender, religion, economic status
or ethnic background, is that, deep down inside, we
ALL believe that we are above average drivers.”
— Dave Barry,
“Things That It Took Me 50 Years to Learn”

January 2012
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Burma Shave
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